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KOBIA Yonetim Kurulu Baskani

Orhan Memmedov

Sayin Memmedov, Azerbaycan Kiiciik ve Orta Ol-
cekli Isletmelerin Gelistirilmesi Ajansini (KOBIA) ve
Sfaaliyetlerini daha iyi tanvmak isteyenler i¢in genel
bir bilgi verirmisiniz?

Azerbaycan Cumhuriyeti Kiiciik ve Orta Olgekli
i§1etme1erin Geligtirilmesi Ajans1 (KOBIA), adindan
da gorindiigii tizere kiiciik ve orta 6lcekli isletmelerin
(KOBT’lerin) kurulmasini ve gelistirilmesini destek-
lemektedir. Amacimiz KOBT’lerin bilgi ve becerilerini
arttirmak, finans ve pazarlara erigimini genigletmek,
girisimecilerin ¢ikarlarini savunmak, bununla da
tilkedeki is ortaminin daha da gelistirilmesine destek
olmak, KOBI’lerin ekonomideki roliinii artirmaktir. Bu
dogrultuda KOBIA, girisimcilere danigmanlik, egitim,
¢ikarlarin korunmasina yonelik hukuki yardim, koordi-
nasyon, pazarlara ve finansa erigsim konusunda destek
ve hizmetler saglamaktadair.

Girigimecilerin bu destek ve hizmetlere kolay erisi-
miigin KOBIAmin iilke capindaki 3 KOBI evi (Bakii,
Hagmaz, Yevlah), Bakii ve bolgelerdeki KOBI geligtir-
me merkezleri, 50’den fazla KOBI dostu ofisi hizmet
vermekdedir.

Nitekim igletmelere saglanan devlet hizmetlerini
gelistirmek, bu hizmetlere kolay ve rahat erigimin
saglanmas, girisimci memnuniyetini artirmak amaciy-
la KOBIA biinyesinde KOBI evleri faaliyet gosteriyor.
Girigimciler faaliyetleri i¢in gerekli olan hizmetleri,
lisans, izin ve diger belgeleri almak, is plani hazirlamak,
vergi, gimriik, kamu hizmetleri, bankacilik, sigorta,
noter ve diger hizmetlere erisim icin KOBI evlerine
bagvurabilirler. KOBI evlerinde girigimcilere kamu ve
6zel kuruluslar tarafindan yaklagik olarak 300 kadar
“G2B” ve “B2B” hizmeti verilmektedir. Ocak - Eyliil
2024’te KOBI evlerinde girigimcilere yaklagik 300 bine
kadar hizmet verildi. Girisimcilerin KOBI evlerinin
faaliyetlerinden memnuniyet diizeyi %98’e ulagmigtir.

Ajansin KOBI gelistirme merkezlerinde is kurmak
isteyenlere ve girisimcilere bilgi ve becerilerini ge-
listirmeye yonelik egitim ve danigmanlik hizmetleri
sunulmaktadir. Sadece bu y1l bu hizmetlerden 3 bine
yakin girisimci, startup’lar ve yeni is kurmak isteyen-
ler yararlandi, onlara yonelik 270 egitim diizenlendi,
350’den fazla danigmanlik hizmeti verildi, 220 ig plan:
hazirlanda.

KOBI dostu ag1 Ajans’in etkili destek araglarindan
biridir. KOBI dostlar1 girigimcilerin ¢ikarlarinin korun-
masi, onlarin bilgilendirilmesi ve yatirim girigimlerinin
gerceklestirilmesi ve yeni KOBI’lerin olusturulmas:
icin yerinde destek ve hizmetler saglar.

Ajans tarafindan yenilikei girigsimcileri desteklemek
amaciyla “Startup” sertifikasi veriliyor. Bu belge, mikro
ve kiictlik girigimcileri 3 y1l siireyle gelirlere iligkin kar
ve gelir vergisinden muaf tutmaktadir. Su ana kadar
KOBTI'lere 170’in tizerinde “Startup” sertifikasi verildi.

KOBIA KOBI'lerin satisinin genisletilmesini de
desteklemektedir. Bu amagla Ajansin sagladig1 destek

ticaretbusiness

The Agency for the Development of Small and Medium
Enterprises of the Republic of Azerbaijan (KOBIA),
as the name suggests, supports the establishment and
development of small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs). Our goal is to increase the knowledge and skills
of SMEs, expand their access to finance and markets,
defend the interests of entrepreneurs, thereby supporting
the further development of the business environment
in the country and increasing the role of SMEs in the
economy. To this end, KOBIA provides support and
services to entrepreneurs in terms of counseling,
training, legal assistance to protect their interests,
coordination, access to markets and finance.

For easy access of entrepreneurs to these supports and
services, KOBIA has 3 SME houses (Baku, Khachmaz,
Yevlakh), SME development centers in Baku and regions,
more than 50 SME friendly offices across the country.

In fact, SME houses operate within KOBIA in order
to improve state services provided to businesses, to
ensure easy and convenient access to these services, and
to increase entrepreneur satisfaction. Entrepreneurs
can apply to SME houses to obtain services, licenses,
permits and other documents necessary for their
activities, prepare a business plan, access tax, customs,
utilities, banking, insurance, notary and other services.
Approximately 300 “G2B” and “B2B” services are
provided to entrepreneurs in SME houses by public
and private organizations. In January - September
2024, about 300 thousand services were provided
to entrepreneurs in SME houses. The level of
entrepreneurs’ satisfaction with the activities of SME
houses reached 98%. The Agency’s SME development
centers provide training and consultancy services to
entrepreneurs and those who want to start a business
to improve their knowledge and skills. This year alone,
nearly 3 thousand entrepreneurs, startups and those
who want to start a new business benefited from these
services, 270 trainings were organized for them, more
than 350 consultancy services were provided, 220
business plans were prepared.

The SME-friendly network is one of the Agency’s
effective support tools. Friends of SMEs provide on-site
support and services for the protection of entrepreneurs’
interests, their information and the realization of
investment initiatives and the creation of new SMEs.

In order to support innovative entrepreneurs, the
Agency provides the “Startup” certificate. This certificate
exempts micro and small entrepreneurs from profit
and income tax on income for 3 years. So far, over 170
“Startup” certificates have been issued to SMEs. KOBIA
also supports the expansion of SMEs’ sales. To this end,
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kapsaminda biiyiik marketlerde KOBI’lerin iiriinleri-
ni tanitip satabilecekleri yerler tahsis ediliyor. Ajans,
KOBI'lere yerel ve uluslararasi fuarlara katilabilmeleri
icin licretsiz yer tahsis ediyor ve bu gekilde onlar kendi
iiriin ve hizmetlerini genis bir tiiketici kitlesine tanita-
biliyorlar.

KOBIA, pazara yeni liriin ve hizmetler sunma agisin-
dan 6nemli olan i¢ pazar aragtirmalarim yiirtitmeleri
icin KOBI’lere mali destek sagliyor. Su ana kadar KO-
Bl’lerin 50’ye yakin pazar aragtirmasinin yapilmasiigin
mali destek saglanda.

KOBIA, ayrica KOBI'lerin egitim, bilim, aragtirma
ve destek projelerine de hibe ayiriyor. Su ana kadar bu
tiir 79 projeye yaklasik 12 bin dolar hibe fonu tahsis
edildi.

Azerbaycan’da KOBI’lere saglanan desteyin bagarisi
yeni KOBI’lerin olusmasinda ve biiyiimesinde, ciro-
larinin artmasinda, istihdama katkilarinda kendini
gosteriyor.

Ajans, ayni zamanda lilke ekonomisine yatirimlarin
yapilmasini tegvik etmekdedir. KOBIA, Azerbaycan’in
yatirim firsatlarina iligkin yerli ve yabanci isadamlar:
arasinda diizenli olarak tanitim faaliyetleri yiirtitmek-
tedir. Azerbaycandaki elverigli is ve yatirim ortam,
Karabag'in yatirim potansiyeli dahil olmak iizere KO-
BI’lerin katilimiyla ortak projelerin hayata gecirilmesi
amaciyla Ajans olarak {ilke i¢cinde ve yurt diginda gegitli
etkinlikler diizenliyoruz.

INTERVIEW

Chairman of the KOBIA m Orhan Memmedov

the Agency supports SMEs by allocating space in major
supermarkets where they can promote and sell their
products. The Agency allocates free space for SMEs to
participate in local and international fairs so that they
can promote their products and services to a wide range
of consumers.

KOBIA provides financial support to SMEs to conduct
internal market research, which is important for
introducing new products and services to the market.

So far, financial support has been provided to SMEs to
conduct nearly 50 market research studies.

KOBIA also allocates grants for education, science,
research and support projects of SMEs. So far, about 12
thousand dollars of grant funds have been allocated to 79
such projects.

The success of the support provided to SMEs in
Azerbaijan is reflected in the formation and growth of
new SMEs, increase in their turnover and contribution to
employment.

The Agency also encourages investments in
the national economy. KOBIA regularly conducts
promotional activities among local and foreign
businessmen on investment opportunities in
Azerbaijan. In order to implement joint projects with the
participation of SMEs, including the favorable business
and investment climate in Azerbaijan, the investment
potential of Karabakh, the Agency organizes various
events in the country and abroad.
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Son zamanlarda isgalden kurtar:-
lan Karabag’n yeniden inga stirecine
iliskin, KOBIA olarak calismalariniz

varmi?

44 giin siiren ve Azerbaycan’in za- The restoration of our territories
feriyle sonuclanan 2. Karabag savasi liberated from occupation as a result of the
sonucunda iggalden kurtarilan toprak- 2nd Karabakh war, which lasted 44 days
larimizin restorasyonu, burada modern and ended with the victory of Azerbaijan,
altyapinin ingasi, bolgeye donecek the construction of modern infrastructure
vatandaglarimiza uygun yagam kogul- here, the creation of suitable living
larinin olugturulmasi, bu alanlarin iilke conditions for our citizens who will
ekonomisine entegrasyonu Azerbaycan return to the region, and the integration
devletinin 6ncelikleri arasindadir. S6z of'these areas into the national economy
konusu strateji dogrultusunda KOBIA, are among the priorities of the Azerbaijani
isgalden kurtarilan topraklarimizda ig state. In line with this strategy, KOBIA
kurma, kiiciik ve orta 6lgekli girigsimci- also participates in the implementation
lik sektoriiniin olusturulmasi yéniinde of necessary measures for the creation
gerekli tedbirlerin uygulanmasina da of business, small and medium-sized
katilmaktadir. Aralik 2020°den itibaren entrepreneurship sector in our liberated

KOBIA, iggalden kurtarilmis bélgelerde territories. Since December 2020, KOBIA
is kurmak isteyen, is ve hizmetler sunan has been accepting applications from
yerli ve yabanci is adamlarinin bagvu- local and foreign businessmen who
rularini kabul ediyor. Ajansa bagvuran want to start a business in the liberated
girisimcilere iggalden kurtarilan bolgele- = territories and offer business and services.
rin ekonomik ve yatirim potansiyeli hak- = Entrepreneurs applying to the Agency are

kinda detayl1 bilgi sunulmakta, danig- provided with detailed information on
manlik hizmeti, ilgili kamu kurumlariyla the economic and investment potential
koordinasyon, yerel ortak bulunmasina of the liberated territories, consulting
yonelik destek ve hizmetler verilmekte- services, coordination with relevant public
dir. Karabag bslgesinde bulunan KOBI institutions, support and services for
dostu ofislerimiz bolgede girisimeilik finding local partners. Our SME-friendly
faaliyetlerinde bulunmak isteyenlere offices in Karabakh region provide on-site
yerinde destek saglamaktadir. support to those who want to engage in

entrepreneurial activities in the region.
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Tiirkiye’deki KOSGEB, Biligim Vadisi gibi onde
gelen kuruluslarla isbirligi yaptiniz. Bu konuda bilgi
verirmisiniz? Baska kuruluglarla isbirligi projeniz
varmi?

KOBIA, yerli ve yabanci isadamlari arasindaki iligki-
leri genigletmek, ortak projeler gerceklestirmek, bilgi
ve deneyim aligverisinde bulunmak amaciyla gegitli
tilkelerin girisimeilik ile ilgili kuruluglariyla igbirli-
gi yapmaktadir. Azerbaycan ve Tiirkiye arasindaki
isbirligi her alanda oldugu gibi, kii¢iik ve orta 6lgekli
girigimcilik alaninda da genigliyor. KOBIA Tiirkiye'nin
KOSGEB, Tiirkiye Cumhurbagkanina bagl Yatirim
Ofisi, Tiirkiye Odalar ve Borsalar Birligi, DEIK, TIKA,
MUSIAD, TUMSIAD, Bilisim Vadisi ve diger kurum-
larla igbirligi yapmakta olup, coguyla igbirligine iligkin
belgeler imzalanmigtir.

Ayrica, lilkemizde faaliyet gosteren ve Tiirk ig
adamlarim saflarinda birlestiren cok sayida kurulusgla,
ozellikle de ATIB, TUIB ile igbirligi yapiyoruz. Azer-
baycan-Tiirkiye isbirli§inin bagarili sonuclar1 arasinda
Azerbaycanin Cebrayil ilgesine bagli Cocuk Mercan-
l1 kéytinde hediyelik egya iiretim igletmesi ve sera
olusturulmas: gibi ortak projeler Azerbaycan-Tiirkiye
isbirliginin bagarili sonuglari arasinda yer aliyor.

Tiirk girisimcilerin Azerbaycan’daki faaliyetlerini
daha da genisletmeleri i¢in biiylik firsatlar mevcuttur.
Azerbaycan topraklarinin iggalden kurtarilmasi, bagta
Tiirkiye olmak lizere yerli ve yabanci is adamlarinin
ticari faaliyetlere ve imar caligmalarina katilmalari i¢in
yeni firsatlar yaratmigtir. Bu dogrultuda KOBIA olarak
Azerbaycan’da faaliyet gosteren ve ya ig kurmak isteyen
Tiirk is adamlarina destek olmaya haziriz.

INTERVIEW

Chairman of the KOBIA m Orhan Memmedov

KOBIA cooperates with entrepreneurship-related
organizations of various countries in order to expand
relations between local and foreign businessmen, realize
joint projects, exchange information and experience.
Cooperation between Azerbaijan and Turkey is expanding
in the field of small and medium-sized entrepreneurship,
asin all other areas. KOBIA cooperates with KOSGEB,
the Investment Office under the President of Turkey, the
Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey,
DEIK, TIKA, MUSIAD, TUSIAD, Informatics Valley
and other organizations of Turkey, and documents on
cooperation have been signed with most of them.

We also cooperate with a number of organizations
operating in our country and uniting Turkish businessmen
in their ranks, in particular with ATIB, TUIB. Among the
successful results of Azerbaijan-Turkey cooperation are
joint projects such as the creation of a souvenir production
enterprise and a greenhouse in the village of Child
Mercanli in the Jabrayil district of Azerbaijan.

There are great opportunities for Turkish
entrepreneurs to further expand their activities in
Azerbaijan. The liberation of Azerbaijani territories
from occupation has created new opportunities for local
and foreign businessmen, especially from Turkey, to
participate in commercial activities and reconstruction
works. In this direction, as KOBIA, we are ready
to support Turkish businessmen who are active in
Azerbaijan or who want to establish a business.
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Diinyada helal tiriin ticaret
hacmi 10 trilyon dolara dayanda.
Islam iilkeleri arasinda ozellikle
Azerbaycan, Tiirkiye, Suudi
Arabistan, Katar, Endonezya,
Malezya’da onemli firsatlar var. Bu
konuda sizin goriisleriniz nedir?

Bildiginiz lizere, Azerbaycan Giiney
Kafkasya bolgesinde Islam igbirliéi
Tegkilatr’nin tek ve aktif tiyesidir.
Azerbaycan, Islami dayanigsmanin
giiclendirilmesinin yani sira tegkilata
iiye tilkeler arasindaki iligkilerin giig-
lendirilmesine de katkida bulunuyor.

Glintimiizde kiiresel helal sektorii
giderek artan bir hizla geligiyor ve
cografyasi genigliyor. Ozellikle g1da,
finans, turizm ve ilag gibi alanlari kap-
sayan kiiresel helal sektoriiniin toplam
pazar hacmi trilyonlarca ABD dolar:
ile 6l¢tiliiyor. Bu da helal sektoriint
yatirimeilar ve girisimeiler i¢in cazip
bir sektore doniigtiiriiyor. Azerbaycan
kiiresel helal pazarinin bir katilimci-
s1olarak hem altyapi potansiyeline,
hem de elverigli bir cografi konuma
sahiptir. Ulkemizin ulagim ve tran-
sit potansiyeli, helal {irtinlerin genis
pazarlara ulagmasini saglamaktadar.
Ayrica Azerbaycanin siyasi agidan
istikrarli olmasi, dayanikli ve stirdiirii-
lebilir ekonomik gelisimi, modern alt-
yapisi, zengin dogasi ve egitimli insan
kaynagi, ilgili alanda i yapmak i¢in
uygun firsatlar yaratmaktadir. KOBIA
organizatorliigiinde yerli ve yabanci
ortaklarin destegiyle kiiresel helal
pazari katilimeilarini bu firsatlar hak-
kinda bilgilendirmek, Azerbaycan’da
helal iirtin tiretimini tegvik etmek,
bu dogrultuda is iligkileri kurmak
amaciyla Helal i ve Turizm Forumu
(AZHAB Forum) ilk kez Ekim 2024’te
Bakir'de diizenlendi. iki giin devam
eden forum konferans ve fuar olmakla
iki béliimden olusuyordu. Konferans
kapsaminda cegitli paneller diizenlen-
di. Fuarda ise Azerbaycan’dan ve ya-
banci tilkelerden gida, tekstil, hizmet,
bilisim, egitim vb. Sektorlerden olan
30’ayakin firmanin iiriin ve hizmet-
leri sergilendi. Foruma 20’ye yakin
ulkeden yetkililer, uzmanlar, akade-
mik cevreler, uluslararasi kuruluglarin
temsilcileri ve ig adamlari katildi.

ticaretbusiness

As you know, Azerbaijan is the only
active member of the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation in the South
Caucasus region. Azerbaijan contributes
to strengthening Islamic solidarity, as
well as strengthening relations between
the member states of the organization.

Today, the global halal sector is
developing at an increasing pace and
its geography is expanding. The total
market volume of the global halal
sector, which covers areas such as food,
finance, tourism and pharmaceuticals,
is measured in trillions of US dollars.
This makes the halal sector an attractive
sector for investors and entrepreneurs. As
a participant in the global halal market,
Azerbaijan has both infrastructure
potential and a favorable geographical
location. The transportation and transit
potential of our country enables halal
products to reach large markets. In
addition, Azerbaijan’s political stability,
durable and sustainable economic
development, modern infrastructure, rich
nature and educated human resources
create favorable opportunities for doing
business in the relevant field. In order
to inform the participants of the global
halal market about these opportunities, to
promote the production of halal products
in Azerbaijan, to establish business
relations in this direction, the Halal
Business and Tourism Forum (AZHAB
Forum) was held for the first time in Baku
in October 2024. The two-day forum
consisted of two parts: a conference
and an exhibition. Various panels
were organized within the conference.
Products and services of nearly 30
companies from Azerbaijan and foreign
countries from food, textile, service, IT,
education, etc. sectors were exhibited
at the exhibition. The forum was
attended by officials, experts, academia,
representatives of international
organizations and businessmen from
nearly 20 countries.
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Cumhurbaskanlig: himayesinde, bu
yul yine Kasvm aywnda Islam f§birligi
Tegkilaty Helal Expo ve Diinya Helal
Zirvesi, Istanbul’da yapilacak. Etkinlik,
diinyanin dort bir yanindan gelecek
tilke ve sirketler de katilacak. Bu gelis-
meleri nasil degerlendiriyorsunuz?

Istanbul’da diizenlenecek olan islam
Isbirligi Teskilat1 Helal Fuar1 i ve Diinya
Helal Zirvesi, helal sektoriiniin geligmesi
ve uluslararasi ig birliginin gliclenmesi
acisindan 6nemli bir platformdur. Bu
etkinlik, katilimei iilkeler ve girketler
arasinda deneyim aligverisi ve yeni ig
firsatlarini ve helal tirtin ve hizmetlerin
tanitimini tegvik etmektedir. KOBIA da
bu tiir etkinliklere katiliyor. Genel olarak
KOBIA'nin destegiyle helal sanayi alanin-
da faaliyet gosteren Azerbaycan KOBI'le-
rinin tirtinleri birkag y1ldir yabanca tilke-
lerde diizenlenen helal fuarlarda, ayrica
Istanbul’da diizenlenen Helal Fuarinda
sergileniyor. Bu, ilgili alanda ¢alisan KO-
Bl’lerin yerel iiriinlerimizi tanitmasina ve
diger tilkelerdeki girigimcilerle iligkiler
kurmasina olanak saghiyor.

INTERVIEW

Chairman of the KOBIA m Orhan Memmedov

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation
Halal Fair and World Halal Summit in
Istanbul is an important platform for
the development of the halal sector and
strengthening international cooperation. This
event promotes the exchange of experience
and new business opportunities between
participating countries and companies and
the promotion of halal products and services.
KOBIA also participates in such events.

In general, with the support of KOBIA, the
products of Azerbaijani SMEs operating in
the field of halal industry have been exhibited
for several years at halal fairs held in foreign
countries, as well as at the Halal Fair in
Istanbul. This allows SMEs working in the
relevant field to promote our local products
and establish contacts with entrepreneurs in
other countries.
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